
 In the second quarter of 2019, the number of residential units permitted in the 
Baltimore region decreased by 8.9 percent from the second quarter of  2018.   Year-to-
date, residential units permitted declined by 12.7 percent when compared to the same 
time period from the previous year. Within the quarter, the most single-family unit 
permits were issued in May(494 units), while April experienced the highest number of 
multi-family (171 units) and the highest regional total permit activity (601 units.)  
 Single-family homes permitted in the quarter decreased by 8.0 percent when 
compared to the second quarter of 2018. Anne Arundel County led the region with 579 
new single-family units, followed by Baltimore County and Howard County with 239 
units and 211 units, respectively.  A total of 359 multi-family units were authorized 
during the second quarter of 2019.  Nearly half of these multi-family units (176 units) 
were permitted for mixed-use buildings.   
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Exhibit 1. Permitted Residential Units by Type: Second Quarter, 2018 & 2019 

Exhibit 2.  Residential Units by Type:  Second Quarter & Year-to-Date, 2014-2019  

Second Quarter (2Q) Year-to-Date (YTD) 

Source: Building Permits Database System at Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

 

 

 The number of total units permitted in both the second quarter and the year-to-
date time periods of 2019 fell below their respective 2014-2018 five-year averages (as 
noted in Exhibit 2).  The number of single-family units permitted was 1.7 percent below 
the five-year average for the quarter, and 6.1 percent above the five-year year-to-date 
average.  Multi-family units permitted were 64.1 percent below the five-year average 
during the second quarter and the year-to-date total was 49.0 percent below the five-
year average.   
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 At the national level, the annual rate of single-family unit permits issued in June 
2019 stood at 813,000 according to preliminary estimates by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce.  This figure is nearly equal to the May 2019 rate, and 4.7 percent below the  
June 2018 total. Multi-family units were permitted at an annual rate of 360,000 in June, 
a figure that is 20.7 percent less than May 2019’s rate and 13.3 percent below the  
June 2018 figure. Total residential units for June 2019 were permitted at an annual 
rate of 1,220,000.  The total number of residential units was 6.1 percent below the 
revised May 2019 rate of 1,299,000, and 6.6 percent below the June 2018 estimate of 
1,306,000. 1   
  
 Year-to-date in 2019, the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson Metropolitan Statistical 
Area (MSA) ranked 36th (3,707 units) in terms of the number of new residential units 
permitted among all MSAs in the country, a rank that is equal to that of 2018.2,3  For the 
month of June of 2019, the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson MSA ranked 42nd (585 units) 
in terms of new residential units permitted among all MSAs in the country, up from 43rd 

(591 units) in 2018.4,5  
 

According to Metropolitan Regional Information Systems, a real estate 
information service covering the greater Baltimore Metropolitan Region, home sales in 
the Baltimore Region were reported at 3,881 units in June 2019,  a figure that is  8.3 
percent below the June 2018 total.  Over the same time period, the average sales price 
of homes increased 7.4 percent, to $347,595.6 

 
 

The value of residential remodeling activity (AARs) in the second quarter is 
estimated at $123.0 million, a figure that’s 16.1 percent below the 2018 AAR value.  
Baltimore City led all jurisdictions by issuing residential AAR permits valued at  $40.6 
million, after experiencing a 21.8 percent decrease from the previous year.  Ranking 
second, Baltimore County permitted $29.5 million in residential AARs marking a 12.6 
percent decrease in value when compared to 2018.  Anne Arundel County ranked third 
in terms of residential AAR permitted with $27.8 million, a decrease of 12.0 percent 
from the previous year. 

 
The value of new non-residential construction decreased by 20.1 percent from 

the second quarter of 2018, but was up 21.4 percent year-to-date.  Baltimore County 
had the highest value of new non-residential construction permits, authorizing $193.5 
million (78.8 percent of the $245.4 million regional total ). Anne Arundel County had 
the second highest permitted value with $17.5 million, followed by Baltimore City with 
$17.3 million authorized.  

 
Three permits issued are tied for the highest value new non-residential 

construction permit during the second quarter of 2019.  In the Columbia area of 
Howard County, a new office building valued at $40.0 million was authorized. In 
Baltimore County, a pair public elementary schools (Colgate Elementary in the Dundalk 
area and Chadwick Elementary in the Security area) were permitted for $40.0 million 
per school.   
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Source: Building Permits Database System at Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Table 1a. Region’s Most Significant New Non-Residential Construction Projects — Second Quarter 2019 

 The value of non-residential additions, alterations, and repairs (AARs) permitted 
in the second quarter of 2019 experienced an increase of 134.5 percent from 2018, 
with a total of $789.1 million.  The leading jurisdictions in this category were Howard 
County, Baltimore County, and Baltimore City with authorizations valued at $446.2 
million, $137.3 million, and $134.0 million, respectively.   
 The most significant non-residential AAR project permitted during the second 
quarter was for renovations to a warehouse facility located in the Elkridge area of 
Howard County for $250.0 million.  Renovations have been permitted in an office 
building located in the Columbia area of Howard County for $160.0 million. In the 
Hampden area of Baltimore City, a 5-story expansion was permitted at the Roland Park 
Place Independent Living facility for $39.5 million.  Several of the region’s most 
significant non-residential AAR projects issued this quarter are listed in Table 1b:  

Source: Building Permits Database System at Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Table 1b.  Region’s Most Significant Non-Residential  AARs — Second Quarter 2019 

Other significant new non-residential projects issued this quarter are listed in Table 1a: 
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 Three mixed-used projects were permitted during the second quarter of 2019 
for a combined 176-units. Phase one of the Somerset mixed-use development located 
in East Baltimore was authorized  for $19.6 million.  This project, located in East 
Baltimore project is the  largest mixed-use project permitted during the second quarter, 
and it includes 104 residential units distributed across 3-stories with ground floor 
retail.  The projects listed in the table below are the first mixed-use projects authorized 
during 2019.     

Table 1c.  Region’s Mixed-Use Projects — Second Quarter 2019 

Source: Building Permits Database System at Baltimore Metropolitan Council 
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Appendix 

Source: Building Permits Database System at Baltimore Metropolitan Council 

Table 1d. Residential Construction Activity—June 2019 

Table 1e.  Non-Residential Construction Activity—June 2019 

Table 1f.  Mixed-Use Construction Activity—June 2019 

Value of New Non-Residential Value of Additions,

Number of AAR Permits** Construction Activity Alterations and Repairs

(thousands of dollars) (thousands of dollars)

June June YTD YTD June June YTD YTD June June YTD YTD

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019

Anne Arundel 138 121 742 693 18,397 16,304       80,491 30,654        24,756 24,934       121,103 95,700           

Annapolis* (7) -2 (69) -85 0 -              (6,120) (1,328)         (1,056) (800)           (10,229) (10,900)         

Baltimore City 78 81 416 392 28,000 -              51,417 50,611        42,061 35,037       234,602 368,217        

Baltimore 149 158 898 890 0 32,450       74,916 247,694      28,472 36,457       184,836 292,393        

Carroll 10 20 76 108 2,500 -              12,593 5,317           2,612 3,293         32,402 33,047           

Harford 5 2 21 12 0 -              97,395 27,486        344 60               2,045 2,116             

Howard 62 57 277 228 0 -              132,735 183,800      16,199 11,673       122,825 477,534        

Region 442 439 2,430 2323 48,897 48,754       449,547 545,562      114,444 111,454     697,813 1,269,007     

Regional Change 2018-2019 -3 -107 -143 96,015        (2,990)        571,194        

As a Percent -0.7% -4.4% -0.3% 21.4% -2.6% 81.9%

Number of Residential Units

June June YTD YTD June June YTD YTD

2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019 2018 2019

Anne Arundel 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Annapolis* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Baltimore City 16 104 80 174 4,637 19,600       10,637 34,600        

Baltimore 0 0 371 0 0 0 85,000 0

Carroll 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Harford 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Howard 0 2 0 2 0 600 0 600

Region 16 106 451 176 4,637 20,200       95,637 35,200        

Regional Change 2018-2019 90 -275 15,563       (60,437)       

As a Percent 562.5% -61.0% 335.6% -63.2%

Value of Mixed-Use

Construction Activity

(thousands of dollars)

in Mixed-Use Permits

Single-Family Units Multi-Family Units Total Units

June June YTD YTD June June YTD YTD June June YTD YTD

 2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019

Anne Arundel 216 198 1,149 1,035 36 0 36 429 252 198 1,185 1,464

Annapolis* (1) (2) (38) (24) 0 0 0 0 (1) (2) (38) (24)

Baltimore City 7 0 41 74 45 116 333 186 52 116 374 260

Baltimore 102 94 565 485 0 0 529 192 102 94 1,094 677

Carroll 26 32 152 203 0 0 0 12 26 32 152 215

Harford 75 57 357 367 0 0 0 57 75 57 357 424

Howard 69 56 483 448 16 2 354 2 85 58 837 450

Region 495           437 2,747 2,612 97 118 1,252 878 592 555 3,999 3,490

Regional Change 2018-2019 (58)            (135)        21               (374)            (37)             (509)            

As a Percent -11.7% -4.9% 21.6% -29.9% -6.3% -12.7%

Value of New Residential Value of Additions,

Number of AAR Permits** Construction Activity Alterations and Repairs

(thousands of dollars) (thousands of dollars)

June June YTD YTD June June YTD YTD June June YTD YTD

 2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019  2018 2019

Anne Arundel 234 178 1,310 1,152 53,659 33,780 210,602 241,287 8,372 6,682 55,556 52,215

Annapolis* (34) 0 (158) (101) (165) 647 (6,514) 4,854 (1,560) 0 (10,039) (8,306)

Baltimore City 120 105 660 586 10,228 950 39,547 11,385 28,684 28,988 88,854 61,842

Baltimore 179 180 932 943 27,719 19,260 135,774 131,378 10,270 9,846 52,233 51,515

Carroll 88 86 514 479 7,504 7,352 41,546 49,420 3,601 2,673 18,505 15,972

Harford 10 3 34 64 16,550 12,866 75,452 95,439 233 109 1,349 2,553

Howard 148 150 718 727 21,172 12,784 174,468 105,771 6,628 5,588 31,164 25,020

Region 779 702 4,168 3,951      136,832 86,992       677,389 634,680      57,788 53,886       247,661 209,117     

Regional Change 2018-2019 -77 -217 (49,840)      (42,709)       (3,902)        (38,544)      

As a Percent -9.9% -5.2% -36.4% -6.3% -6.8% -15.6%
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